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e Arined Foprees B evaluiions Short title.
\.i nti-Looting) Dlecies, lé 9u7
B Eﬁg n Deerce to provide fov tha cetzutishment, fepciond, .
powers & @ sides of an Antl-Lovt tieg nusd, tomake prevision for
the protection of persons agnins harassinent s fnthualdaiton and
for other re ﬁaﬁ@d matters.
. 120th November, 1997] Date of com-
mencement.
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e Armed Forces Revolufiondary Council Sl
(Aati-Looting) Deciee e

PursUANT 10 pmagmph 2 of the Proclamation entitled

NS i..
FRE A 13

varation of Sierra Leone (Armod Forees Revolutionary
s TN - - N rya N : Ty . N (%4
Conpel) Proclamation, 19977, publishedin the Gazette onthe 28th

: » T * Tl . - q R '». A et '
) o of May 1907 e Armad Torees Devolutionary Counctl hereby

Borrad

qiobos anvd issues thedollowing Decreni-—

AS YIRS

preteion. . Inthis Deores unless the context otherwise regquirms—

means the Armed Forees Revolutionary

TP No. 3 of Couneil estabiished by the Proclamation entitled

S Latet

Lag e ¢ A dminisiration of Sierra Leone (Armed Forees
Revolutionary Council) Proclamation, 19977

“arays” means he cosrcing of ons person by another
- with the object of forcing the former imto doing a
particuiar act and inciudes threatening the latier in a
manner calculated io subject him or a micmber of his
family of houschold tp alarm, distress or tumiliation.
“Intimidate” inciudes the use of words or action that
puts or is intended to put another person in fear for his
life, liberty or property, and also any words or action
that prevent or is intended to prevent another person
{rom exercising his rights or performing his dutics
ander the lasy, or that compels another person 1o
doing something that he s unwilling to do.

- “Iooting” includes the stealing ol any property, whether
pdbhc or private, movable or unmovable, with or
without the use or threat of the use ol force.

“Commandeer” means 0 take arbitrary or foreible
-possession or control ol any property vhether, public
or private, movable or unmo able, without lawlul
authormy. ™
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Armed Forces Revoluiions .m Coneid, take
out in the First Schodule to 3y this Viecree.
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218 h"z b f‘;‘mi‘i hed o body (o be known as e f‘x,mi

Sopus ¥d (hereinafter re Ferred (o 26 “The Sauad™),

The Sguad sha
of the Republic of Biera L

such ¢iher persons &
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copsist of such .m are ob the Arned
ﬂwg the O ‘:*-;i" L sne Police Poreo nivd

See

e the Corgict! way from thine o fime appoinl

Svery membior of the Sauad sl »ik on ﬁfﬁ'::)i.a‘:%.nlrﬂt By the Oathito e
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1 1 M 1 ‘ .
hE nl! ye taken and signao b ~fore thie Chatriman

The Squad shall be -espoisible for-—

the detection and apprehension of any persot '
who is engaged in or is actively preparing (o
engage in ihe looting of any property or the
commandeering of any vehicle or other

property;

the apprehension of any person engaged in 8ny
abt of intimidation or harassment of anuther
Person; -

ihe apprehension of any person occupying e

premises of another person without law{v
authority, whether sue h premises was Creupe”
or unoccunicd at the time ¢ -of such unlawful

ceeupation,

the apprchension of any person reasonably
snspected ol being ivolved orimplicaied in the
commission of any offenee under this Decrees
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o enbaeribe to the Oatliset taken by
members of
Squad.,

andd Suties of
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() therocovery of any property discovered by the

) Saued in the COUrse of its opaiations, such
C - property o be nanded over to the Police tor
: ) documented safekocping.
5. (1) Forthe ;)ur;aofsc of identifying members of the Squad
" enel meniber shall be issvad With, and shall carry with hin, a wartant
of anihority issued by i’.i‘iﬁ Council in the form set out 1o the Sccond
Sebeduls, A

(7) The Councit may at any time revoke or suspend any
warrsnt of authority issued under subsection (1).

Powers of 7, (1) Anymemberofthe Sguad may,on the production of his
Jquad. warrantof auihority, Snter upoil any premises whether public or privaic,

- -

1 ]

siop any vehicle “ciofeﬂiﬂg (o the State or any private person, in tac

3

uroeoss of searching for any looted property orc smmandecred vehicle

“"q ey A gty P
oFf Cinel plupeuy.

- (2) Any member of the Squad may at the time of any,such
coarch quostion or arrest, without a warrani empowering him to do
any persen found in such premises or oa'*cw}viw any stch *.'.,hu,ir: or

———

sacertaining whethe rnm),imrf‘vndvrims])w1m:u*sbvvnrommx tedk,

o e e

5. Any person arrested by virtue of the provisions of this
Doorec sha

e brought, witiiin 2 reasons e dime, before the Counrt

boving pirisdiction s case, ai «d no meraber of the Squad shail have

witiolt the power o grant baid fo an aceused person.
\'50 ay
RO S
Trial of g, The Court before which a person arrested by any member of
’J‘JY\O'M e Ty caen Y | B ot : " H : : :
e LD i5 charged with a ciiminal offence shall give priority 1o e
arrested & 0y L
N Sauad., il of sueh parson, uniess in the optmon of the Courl the interests of

fustice will not be served by so doimng.
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A 10, (1) ACourtbefore which a casc is iried shall be empowered
v toorder the restoration of any property being the subject of such a tria

to any person found by such a Court to be the rightful owner of such

P

property.

(2) The Court may otherwise malie such order for the
disposition by sale or otherwise of such propeity:
trovided that no such sale or ciher dizposition shall take place,
unless the property shall have been in the custody of the Police for a
-~ period of one month ait a description of the property shiall have been
miblished in two consecutive editions of the Sierra Leone Gazetie.

. (3) The Court may aiso order tie irinediate disposition by
aie or otherwige of perishable goods or property which the Police find
~inccnvenient, expensive or unreasonable to keep in custody.

powers and duties under this Decree, be entitled to the same legal
. protection to which a police officer is entitled to under the Police Act,

1964.

Lo

? i2.  The funds of the Squad shall consist of such monies as may  Funds of
be uppropriated 6 1L by the Council. Squad.
13, Notwithstanding anything o ‘the contrary contained in the Jurisdiction,
Courts Act, 1965 or in any otlier enactment in force, the Magistrate AFLZ;\R:‘ 31
Court shali have jurisdiction totry suinarily any of the offences wnder
subsection (4) of Section 15 and Section 17 of this Decree. )
14, (1) Where any person is cirarged with any of the offences Committad
. under subseciions (1), (2), () and (5) of Section 15, the Magistrate procecdings.
'+ Cowt shall dispense with oral testimony of witnesses and shall rely on
wri iten statements, whethier by the prosecution or defence.
!

g

Orders of -
Court.

11, Eachmemberof the Squad shall asrespect the excrcice of his Protection of

‘members of
Squad.

Act No. 7
of 1964,
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(Anti Looting) Decree o

() Subjecttosubscction (1), the Magistrate Courtshudi on

application by the prosecution (et the contents of thewritien statements

wartant conanitial o the High Court, commit the accused for tal
Lotore the Flgh Court as ol course. without consideration ol the

contents of sach statements, exeeptthat such statements shotthay e been

sieped by (he deponents.

-

: (3y Any such trial in the High Courtshall commencew 1thin

14 days of such committal,

) Any person who sholl eppage i or actively prepare to
i the looting of any property or the commandeering ol any
o or oher property without authority shall be guilty ofan offencee.,

(7) ARy person who receives any looted property or
commindecrod vehicle or other propetty knowing the same to have
been laoted or connmandeered orobtained many way whatsoeverunder
circuitistances which amounttoafelonyor misdemeanor shalt be guilty
of an offence.

(3y Any person whoshall be Jound {1 possession oF control
of sy feoted property arcomim andecred veliicle or other property, and
wio shall not give an account satisfactory to the court of how he came
into possession oF control of the same, shall be guilty of an olfence,

. Ay Auy porson who shall intimidate or harass apother

o puilty of un olienee,

o N et paegogrg ATy L Vineeddl xei et e
(5 Anyporseny hoshail withorwithoutforee o Jdawrthout
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Wiy, occupy ine prenises ol another person <hall be gults
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serson who s found guiity of an olfence under

R
.
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WL
A2y and (5) of Section 15 shall be sentenced W death by

-

(2y Any person who is found guilty ol an offence under
arpsection (3) of Section 15 shall be fable to a term of imprisonment
of not fese than five vears and 2 maximuin of life imprisonment.
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(3) Any nerson who is found guilty of an offence npder
qubscetion (4) of Section 15 shall be liable ot sumimary convictionJoa,
ierm of imprisonmer-tof not less than two vears and not more than seven
years.

{7, Any person who in quy manner whatsogver obstrticts any Obstruction
meiber of the Squad in the parformance of ts Jduties under this Decreg, of members
of Bquad.

1

orizils torender rgaconatile assistance toany meinberof the Squad when
call=d upoti'to do €0, 0f resist or attempts to resist any arrest exccuted
ander this Decree, stall be guiity of -an offence and on supLnary
conviction ghall be ligble 10 2 fne not exceeding Le500,600.00 (five
hundred thousand leones) o to irprisoniment fora pertod not enceeding
wo years, or {o both quch fine and imprisonment. -

* - -

FIRST SCHEDULE (Section 4)

AATY TO RE TAKIN Ay A MEMBER OF THE
AMTLILOOTING S QUAR

OO T T T PP PRTPRTR PR, being

R

appointed a member of the Anti-Looting Squad by the Armed Forces Revolutionaty -
Council, do swear that | will faithfully, honestly and impartially, aud 1o the best of
my ability exercise and perform all the duties conferred upon mein accordance with
the Armed Forces Ravolutionary Council (Asnti-Looting) Lecrec, 1957.

-

SECOND SCHEDULE (Section 6)

WHEREAS overvesemsesmsss e

quad;
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o Army porsonnnl socompanying you as specificd below 1o :::?u;rf;if;c ard perform
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sowers and dutics conferred upon you t
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Fuoroes Tevolntsnary Council {Anti-L ma.m ; Pocree, 1557,
Py 4 . £ £
LATED the dey of , 199
’ i

Chairnuar,
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council,

3

MADE andd Iss U};I_D his 171k day of November, 1997,

’ MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA
Chairman,
i - : Armed Forces Revolutionary Council,
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PRINTF.D AND FUBLISUED 8V 11E GOVERNMENT ~’vwxmn DrpaRTAENT, SIERRA LEON
Y AUTHORITY OF THE ARMED FORCES PevoLunonary CoOnNCL.
.?Azr‘m"; No. 63 oF 200 I+ 7.
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